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Upcoming EVENTS

March 1 

JH Science Fair 
Presentation 

12:45pm

March 29 

All-School 
Jog-A-Thon 
(Volunteers 

Needed)

March 12 

Skate Night! 
6–8:30pm

March 22 

4th Grade 
California 

History Play 
8:45am 

STUDENT of the MONTH

JANUARY

Carden recognizes these students 
for exhibiting fine citizenship!

From the Director’s Desk: Ms. Ghonouie

February was a busy month at Carden Conservatory! We started out with our 
successful Open House, where we had a wonderful turn out and finished off 
another amazing Book Fair! A big thank you to Thai Bui, Melissa Holloway, and all 
of our outstanding parent volunteers for their hard work and help with this event! As 
we continued in the month, our 3rd grade did an excellent job with their President’s 
Day assembly. It was great to see all of our staff and children enjoying another fun 
Spirit Day, while starting our fun-filled themes for Dr. Seuss Week (Read Across 
America Week) to finish off the month!  

Once again I would like to extend my appreciation to all of our Carden families 
who work hard to provide the best possible education for their children. Many 
schools, public and private, have had to cut enrichment programs and increase 
class sizes. These types of changes can decrease the students’ ability to learn, 
limit individual enrichment, and increase behavioral problems. It is because of this 
that we are committed to keeping our student to teacher ratio and maintaining our 
enrichment classes such as music/drama, art/computers, Spanish, and yoga for 
all of our student body and kayaking/paddle boarding, golf, and bowling for our 
upper grade students.  In addition, we constantly strive to add new technology 
and exciting programs, like our very popular cooking class for our junior high, 
which add excitement to our already advanced curriculum! Next year, we will 
continue to provide a vigorous academic curriculum, in a safe and nurturing 
environment for your children to learn and grow. The only changes we plan on 
making are for the better and we look forward to showing you how we raise the 
bar yet again at our school!

One exciting new event for our school has been that with the help of all of our 
amazing families, and some very generous donations this year to our Parent 
Support Group, we have completely updated all of our computers and have a 
brand new, fancy computer lab! A big thank you to the Oldfield family, Karanikas 
family, and Mr. Sandusky for all of their donations and help!

Remember, Carden families with returning students and their siblings have 
priority status for enrollment for next year, and will receive a 10% discount off the 
enrollment fee so look out for enrollment forms going home soon!  We wish you 
and your family a happy spring and look forward to more fun in March!

Skate Night 
Tuesday, March 12 

6–8:30pm

 JK John Myers  

 K Paul Scott 

 1st Gwen Chau 

 2nd Jacqueline Perdomo 

 3rd Kingston Cockett 

 4th Joely Vahdat 

 5th Alyssa Huynh 

 6th Dean Smith  

 7th Shaheen Morakkabi



1st Grade: Ms. Vardeman
What a Fabulous February in First Grade! Students participated in many activities; a 
celebration of the 100th day of school, Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day,  President’s 
Day, Spirit Day and ending the month with Dr. Seuss’s “Read Across America 
Week”. The days have been filled with amusing learning opportunities. During 
Math, students use manipulatives for problem solving, while they enjoy playing 
the game of “Allowance”. They are very good at accumulating as much money as 
possible! In Writing, we have stepped it up a bit, in preparation for second grade 
expectations. Students are working toward the mastery of conventions (capitalization 
and punctuation). Boys and girls receive direct writing convention instruction through 
the use of mini-lessons during writing workshop. Students are building their writing 
skills using many details, developing focused and interesting stories. Students 
are practicing how to write a paragraph, state their opinion and write a narrative. 
February was a month for emphasis on American symbols and historical figures, 
and recognizing the importance on George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  
First grade students are also learning the character traits of fairness, responsibility, 
respect, caring, trustworthiness and citizenship, through these two famous men, but 
also through the traits of characters we read about. Character traits play an essential 
role in Personality Development. A person with a good character, finds acceptance 
wherever he goes and is respected by all.

Kindergarten: Mrs. Metz
The K class had a fun Valentine’s Day 
party, and enjoyed giving Valentine’s 
cards and treats to each other, along with 
decorating and eating cupcakes.  The 
students learned about Groundhog Day 
and what it means when the groundhog 
sees his shadow. We watched for 
the news from Punxsutawney Phil 
(the groundhog from Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania) and he did not see 
his shadow, and as the story goes 
that we will have an early spring. The 
Kindergarteners are learning things 
red, white and blue. They are learning 
about our country, American history, and 
American symbols, such as The Liberty 
Bell, Statue of Liberty, Lincoln Memorial 
and the Washington Monument.  For 
science, the students erupted a plastic 
volcano, using vinegar, red food coloring, 
and baking soda.  The students learned 
that water can be a liquid, solid and a 
gas.  Each student put water (water as a 
liquid) in a paper cup, we put the cups 
in the freezer and the next day took the 
cups outside to the warm sidewalk. 
The students observed the ice (frozen 
water) melting and the water evaporating 
off the sidewalk. A mug of water was 
microwaved and the students felt the 
steam (water as a gas) coming out of the 
mug. For the 100th day of school, Mrs. 
Flores brought her JK class to our room, 
and we read a story about a dog named 
Rocket and his 100th day of school.  The 
JK and K class decorated headbands 
with 100 happy face stickers, and had 
a fun morning together. The JK class 
will be coming to the K class regularly 
on Friday mornings for story time and 
singing. We finished the month with a 
field trip to the Kellogg House in Santa 
Ana, for an educational day outside the 
classroom. The students toured a home 
that was over 100 years old. They learned 
how people lived over 100 years ago, by 
making butter, washing towels using a 
metal tub with a washboard and getting 
their photos taken dressed up in old-
fashion clothing.

2nd Grade: Mrs. Lambert
The month of February has been filled with celebrations for 2nd grade. On the 7th, 
we participated in the 100th day of school. Each student brought in a bag filled with 
100 items from home. We decorated crowns with 100 jewels, created a 100th day 
snack with ten different foods, and made necklaces with 100 fruit loops. The students 
also enjoyed both giving and receiving Valentine’s, while we feasted on delicious 
treats and watched a movie.  On the 22nd, we participated in “TWINS” Spirit Day, and 
“Read Across America” began on the 25th. Throughout the month we have read and 
learned about Punxsutawney Phil, Lunar New Year, George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Dr. Seuss. I think the one thing the students will remember the most, is 
the fact that we are now writing all of our work in cursive!!!! 

3rd Grade: Mr. Henderson
Third Grade continues to learn exciting things, as we continue at a fast pace to prepare for the fourth grade by facing more 
academic challenges. The students have been learning higher level concepts in math and language arts. They have also 
completed three book reports and are looking forward to completing their biography and planet projects. New spelling and 
vocabulary are consistently introduced on a weekly basis. We also have a few more field trips coming up (Water Festival and 
Planetarium), so the year is flying by!! Third grade is an amazing journey and we remain excited about the challenges ahead!

Preschool
Another great month for 
our preschool! The Junior 
Kindergarten class has 
been busy learning all the 
letters and their sounds, 
and is practicing printing. 
They have finished the third 
Carden language book and are now moving on to the last one. The children have 
been enjoying lessons in Art Appreciation, so make sure to ask them which painting 
has been their favorite. The children in the pre-primary class and in the 2 year old 
program have also been very busy learning shapes, numbers, letters, and listening 
skills. They are also learning very important hand-eye coordination, and training their 
small muscles through art and craft projects. 



4th Grade: Mrs. Hashin
Our Open House was quite a success, and I was very happy with the turnout. I 
hope all of the parents were impressed with their children’s hard work. The fourth 
grade is progressing rapidly.  The children are perfecting their concept of numbers, 
converting weights and measures, and refining their division and word problem skills. 
We finished By the Great Horn Spoon in literature, and we have started Heroes and 
Villains. The difference between a possessive noun, a plural noun, and a possessive 
plural noun is challenging the students in grammar.  Students are working on 
changing adjectives to adverbs and adverbs to adjectives. We are studying earth 
science that is all about the earth, volcanoes, minerals, and the different types of 
rocks.  We are also preparing for the 4th grade play which will be a mini-lesson of 
California history. Please come see our performance on March 22nd!

Math & Science: Mrs. Sowards
“Busy, busy, busy” seems to be the theme for Junior High this last month.  All students 
have been working hard on their Science Fair projects. We have been using deadlines 
for several steps in the process in order to keep the students organized and on track.  
I am very excited to see everything come together in the final reports and boards. 
In class, fifth grade has been “flying” in a chapter devoted to Earth’s atmosphere. In 
Math, fifth grade finished working with factors and are now working in finding common 
multiples between sets of numbers.  We have a lot more fraction work coming up 
over the next couple chapters. In sixth grade Science, we have completed our study 
of Volcanoes. Students can explain how they occur and are beginning to understand 
how to identify each kind. In Math, sixth grade finished practicing some Algebra 
concepts, like one-step equations.  We will use this as we head into our chapter of 
Integers. In seventh grade Science we have been studying the history of the Earth 
and its timeline broken up by mass extinctions. In Math, we are having a great time 
learning new theorems, like the Pythagorean Theorem and its application to special 
triangles. Next, we head into a proportions review so we can be ready for a bit more 
Geometry headed our way.  We are working hard and accomplishing a lot here in 
Junior High!

Have you ever asked yourself why our 
language is the way it is? Over the last 
twenty eight days, more than any other 
time in recent memory, this question 
has come up in my classroom! On 
its face, the question is unanswered 
because rules underpinning it are not 
negotiable. Language simple is. But 
that is to abstract for children. When 
they learn another language though,                                                                                                             
they become observers. Now with 
something to compare against, those 
questions become answerable. So, 
I have the students break into small 
groups and create a language of 
their own. Suddenly, learning why 
we conjugate verbs or memorize 
grammatical rules in Spanish becomes 
the fuel for creation, and the results have 
been fantastic!

The junior high had two very fun field 
trips in the month of February! First 
we went to Knott’s Berry Farm for 
Engineering Day and learned all 
about how they designed and built 
the roller coaster Hang Time. Then 
after the presentation, Knott’s allowed 
all of us to ride it. It was amazing! 
Our second February field trip was to the Honda Center to learn about how hockey 
pucks are made and all the engineering that goes into that process. It was pretty 
amazing too.In March I will be taking the 5th grade to the 23rd annual Children’s Water 
Education Festival at the University of California, Irvine. This is always one of our 
favorite field trips of the year and the children and I are really looking forward to it. We 
will be learning about local water issues and how we can help protect our water supply 
and the environment. Junior high language arts students will be preparing for their 
Historical Living Wax Museum presentations coming in April. The children always put 
so much time and effort into their presentations, props, costumes, and tri-fold boards. 
I cannot wait to see what they have prepared for all of us this year. The presentations 
will be on Friday, April 12th, at 8:45 am. I really hope you all can join us! You will not be 
disappointed at how amazing these presentations will be.

February is the month that the students 
are busy preparing for the upcoming 
plays. As we all know, music has always 
been an important part of Carden 
Conservatory’s activities and programs. 
An individual grade has performed 
almost every month at our assemblies. 
This month, I applauded the Third grade 
class for performing remarkably at our 
President’s Day Assembly. Besides 
performing at our assemblies, each 
grade incorporates their literature studies 
into music and drama by bringing their 
particular reading story to the stage. 
The Second graders are enthusiastically 
rehearsing their Old Mother West Wind 
play. The First grade are excitedly 
preparing for their Peter Rabbit Play, by 
learning the twelve songs with the help 
of the Second grade as the main chorus. 
Julia Ray, Doctor of Education at UCLA 
stated that “Music has magic appeal 
for children. Seemingly effortlessly, they 
will learn multiple verses of complicated 
songs. Tirelessly, they will sing their 
favorite ones over and over again. Long 
after the toys of childhood are forgotten, 
the gift of music remains.”

Spanish: Ms. Drummond

English & Literature: 
Ms. DeLoa

Music: Ms. Murga



5702 Clark Drive 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649 

714.840.5127 
www.CardenConservatory.com 

www.CardenConservatoryPreschool.com

 7 Belen Bui 
 9 Brooklyn Fiorillo 
15 Michio Ferri 
17 Payton Fisher 
17 Angela Nguyen 
23 Jana Saade 
23 Shelby Young

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

 2 Cullen Hartgraves 
 5 Gweneth Chau 
11 Dean Smith 
18 Ms. Bon 
24 Thano Karanikas

A very special 
THANK YOU to Jeff  

and Tre Schwartz 
for donating the 

newsletter printing  
for our school.

AIM Mail Centers #29 
5267 Warner Ave. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
714.377.1333

Carden Conservatory Private School #cardenconservatory

Campus SHOTS

 1 Safiya Hinds 
 4 Vihaan Jacob 
 6 Ms. Shaw 
12 Kevin Gerwig 
14 Athan Taylor 
15 Holden Domush 
17 Chase Fisher 
27 Mrs. Sowards

Follow US!


